
MOU between Sudan and WFP, UNICEF & MI 

 
A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed between the Ministry of Health of 

Sudan, Ministry of Industry of Sudan and the United Nations World Food Programme 

(WFP), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the Micronutrient Initiative 

(MI) on March 13, 2007. The aim of the MOU is to advance the achievement of 

Universal Salt Iodization (USI) for the control and reduction of iodine deficiency diseases 

(IDD) in Sudan.  

 

With a population of almost 37 million, of which over 5 million are children under 5 

years of age, Sudan’s prevalence of iodine deficiency is well documented. Iodine is an 

essential micronutrient which is needed for proper brain development of the foetus and 

young children. While Sudan produces some 175,000 metric tons (MT) of salt per 

annum, only 3,000 MT of salt produced annually is iodized; in effect, only 1% of 

households consume iodized salt.  

 

The general objectives of the MOU are: to increase household consumption of iodized 

salt to more than 90% by the end of 2008 and to increase production and distribution of 

iodized salt from 3,000 metric tons to 165,000 metric tons a year. To achieve these 

objectives, the Sudanese Ministries of Health and of Industry will be working with WFP, 

UNICEF and MI to focus on the areas of capacity building for production of iodized salt, 

including technical and monitoring support; procurement support for equipment and 

potassium iodate; developing and enforcing a strategic plan for social mobilization and 

marketing towards demand creation and awareness of IDD and its remedy USI; as well as 

conducting surveys and assessments to enable national monitoring of IDD.  

 

For full details please refer to the MOU. 




















